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Introduction

The aspiration of the proposed development presented in this document is to 
provide much needed high quality housing on a previously underused backland 
site. 

The site was split from the garden of No. 5 Hamlet Road most likely in the 
1970s, when the house was divided into flats, leaving the front house with a 
garden of similar size to that of the adjacent villas on Hamlet Road. The site was 
since fenced off and has remained unused. It was purchased by the applicant 
in 2019 with the ambition to bring it into more active use. 31/44 Architects were 
approached to produce a high quality design proposal for four new homes on 
the site, whilst being sensitive to its context.

31/44 Architects

The work of 31/44 Architects is characterised by a careful appreciation of 
context whilst still proposing distinct contemporary buildings. We look to the 
broader setting, rather than just the building or specific site in question, and 
always start designing our proposals in the wider context. They should not be 
individual buildings conceived in isolation but an extension to the surroundings 
within which they sit. 

31/44 have been recognised by a number of architecture awards in recent 
years. In 2017 we were shortlisted for Building Design’s Young Architect of 
the Year and No. 49 won RIBA Regional and RIBA National awards, and was 
shortlisted for RIBA House of the Year. Red House was awarded an RIBA 
Regional award in 2018, as well as being shortlisted for AR Emerging Architects 
2017. Both No. 49 and Red House were awarded RIBA Small Project awards in 
2017 and 2018 respectively. Red House also won the 2018 Manser Medal, and 
was shortlisted for the 2018 House of the Year and nominated for the European 
Union Mies van der Rohe Prize for Contemporary Architecture 2019.

Aerial view from north-west. Application boundary shown in red.
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The proposal comprises four new dwellings, which are individual new dwellings, 
arranged along a mews-like path to the north-east of the site, with private 
gardens to their south-west. The dwellings comprise one, two and three 
bedroom dwellings arranged following the natural topography of the site.

The formal character and material qualities from the project draws inspiration 
from London’s many walled gardens as a fitting typology suited for the 
particular character of the site set within the interior of a block behind large 
Victorian villas.

The roof which steps with the site topography gives the building a pronounced 
horizontality. The roof will be a biodiverse roof incorporating grasses and 
wildflowers providing a visual amenity for the development and neighbouring 
properties as well as enhancing the biodiversity of the site.

Three timber lanterns project up through the vegetation. The framed panel 
structure and the vertical articulation echoes that of green houses and other 
garden structures.

A building integrated in the landscape

Reclaimed brick

Stained timber

Biodiverse roof
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The proposed development seeks to positively contribute to the local ecology 
and enhance the site biodiversity.

All roofs will be planted and the majority of the roof is proposed to be a 
biodiverse roof planted with a number of grasses and wildflowers to attract 
pollinating insects and invertebrates.

Landscape planting will comprise native species rich in nectar, pollen and fruit 
resources. Bat- and bird-boxes will be provided.

Planting with species perfect for pollinators Bird- and bat-boxes Biodiverse roof Hedge row
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A sympathetic and low impact addition to the area 

©  31/44 Architects

Do not scale from this drawing.
All dimensions to be verified on site.
This drawing is to be read in conjunction with all consultants information.
Any discrepancies to be reported immediately to the Architect.

Drawing may be scaled for planning purposes.
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The mass, scale and positioning of the proposed development has been 
carefully considered in relation to the existing surrounding dwellings and 
adjacent gardens to minimise any impact in terms of privacy and amenity.

The building is located centrally on the site away for the perimeter with 
open spaces all around. To the east the open space forms a communal path 
providing access to the dwellings and to the west it forms private amenity 
space. 

The predominately single storey massing follows the natural topography of 
the site in a series of steps. This produces a very low impact scheme both for 
the nearest neighbours No 70 and 72 Maberley Road but also in therms of the 
visual amenity afforded by the site to the more distant neighbours on Maberley 
Road and Hamlet Road. 

Existing elevation

Proposed elevation
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First floor plan

One-bed dwelling

Two-bed dwelling

Three-bed dwelling

Ground floor plan

Four homes along a mews
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Architects
44 31 

Contact

We believe the proposed development to be a thoughtful response to the 
particular qualities and constraints of the site. A proposal that would deliver four 
new dwellings of high quality on a previously underused site and provide a well 
considered contribution to the local area.

If you want any further information on the proposed development please feel 
free to contact us via email, consultation@hamlet-road.com

Impression of the proposed development in context. Aerial view from north-east.
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